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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

IN CHARGE OP 

Edna L. Foley, R.N. 

A SUMMER COURSE IN SCHOOL NURSING 

By Mary A. MacKay, R.N. 

Denver, Colorado 

Forty-seven nurses, representing eighteen states and Canada, 
enrolled for the six weeks' summer course in School Nursing con- 
ducted by the Cleveland Board of Education in cooperation with 
Western Reserve University. All but eight of the nurses had had 
experience in public health nursing ; the majority were school nurses, 
many from small communities. Three subjects were studied : School 
Hygiene, taught by Mrs. Harriett E. Ballard, head of the Depart- 
ment of Hygiene, Cleveland Normal School, and by Dr. William H. 
Burnham of Clark University, Worcester, Mass. ; Principles of Teach- 
ing, by George E. Corrothers, -assistant principal, Cleveland Normal 
School and assistant dean, Cleveland School of Education ; and School 
Nursing, by Anna L. Stanley, Supervisor of School Nurses, Cleveland. 
There were also lectures on Sociology which some of the nurses 
attended instead- of taking the course in School Hygiene. 

The lectures were all very practical. Those on School Nursing 
included many demonstrations, such as physical examinations, tooth- 
brush drills, classes on Care of the Baby, etc. The interest of the 
nurses was very keen and the discussions showed what a large number 
of problems they had had, working alone in small communities, and 
the great need of this instruction. Mrs. Ballard's lectures were most 
inspiring and will appreciably help in arranging talks on Hygiene for 
children of the different grades. Most interesting excursions were 
taken to the University Teaching Centre, the Board of Health, the 
Visiting Nurse Association, the Babies' Dispensary, the Juvenile 
Court, etc., and talks were given on the work of the different agencies. 

The nurses felt that this work was so well worth while that they 
are asking Dean Suhrie, of the Cleveland School of Nursing, to 
arrange for both an elementary and an advanced course next year. 



The New York State Department of Health, in making its sum- 
mary of work accomplished in 1918, gives an outline of that done 
under the department of Public Health Nursing which shows that 

Twelve additional county tuberculosis nurses have been appointed for super- 
vising the tuberculosis work in their respective counties in connection with the 
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establishment of county tuberculosis hospitals. The work of these nurses has 
been organized and standardized by the supervising nurse of tuberculosis of the 
Department. 

County tuberculosis surveys have been made in eight counties. Seventeen 
different county tuberculosis nurses have been visited for the purpose of standard- 
izing their work. Nine hundred and seventy men, rejected by local draft boards 
or returned after having reached camp as tuberculous, have been either visited 
for instruction by our supervising nurse or placed under the supervision of local 
health authorities. 

This supervising nurse has also visited 12 county tuberculosis hospitals and 
eight tuberculosis dispensaries in order to standardize methods in each of these 
institutions. Four tuberculosis institutes have been attended for instruction 
and three addresses delivered at such institutes. 

The supervising nurse in tuberculosis work has held 27 conferences with 
local health authorities, hospital superintendents, physicians and various authori- 
tative bodies for the purpose of correlating the tuberculosis activities in this 
number of municipalities. 

Midwives have been visited by the supervising nurse assigned to this work 
in 98 different localities. Prosecutions of midwives have been secured in three 
municipalities. Four hundred and sixty licenses have been issued; 216 unlicensed 
midwives have been discovered. Classes for midwives have been conducted in 
24 different municipalities, at which 120 midwives were present. 

Eight supervising nurses engaged in the after-care of infantile paralysis 
victims following the epidemic of 1916, as well as those affected with the disease 
since that time, have visited approximately 1,800 cases in 297 different munici- 
palities. These nurses have secured the attendance of a large proportion of 
these cases at 42 different clinics. 

Nurses assigned to the Division of Child Hygiene have conducted exhibits 
in 62 different municipalities, secured the establishment of child welfare stations 
and cooperated with the Federal Government in educational work in connection 
with the Children's Year campaign. 

In cooperation with the Division of Child Hygiene, 25 additional public health 
nurses have been secured in as many municipalities to carry on child welfare 
work, and these nurses have been instructed in their duties and their work 
standardized by a supervising nurse from this Department. 

One nurse has been assigned to the supervisor of exhibits and has attended 
the various county farm bureau meetings in the State for the purpose of instruct- 
ing the membership in the rudimentary principles of home nursing. Regular 
classes of one week's duration each have been arranged for farm women, with 
the idea ultimately of securing the appointment of additional public health nurses 
through these bureaus. 

Health surveys have been made in 10 municipalities in an effort to secure 
improved health conditions through the proper channels. 

Supervising nurses from the Department have assisted in the control of 
outbreaks of communicable disease in 20 different municipalities previous to the 
influenza outbreak during the months of October and November. During this 
outbreak, through the appropriation of $50,000 made available by the Governor, 
136 nurses were assigned to 130 different municipalities to assist in the control 
of the disease. These nurses often relieved hospital nurses who had been stricken 
with the disease. 

Social Service surveys have been made for the Venereal Disease bureau in 
14 municipalities. 



